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BRADFORD BLESSINGS  
Look Who Came to Visit: 

As the easter holiday was approaching, we were very 
busy planning for the holy week events put on at the 
church. On the Wednesday of holy week, I led a 
prayer meeting by praying in different tactile ways 
for different prayer requests. We put on a Maundy 
Thursday Supper as preparation for Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday. In the early hours of Good 
Friday, Pastor Oly took me to the airport to pick up 
this wonderful woman who was coming to visit! 

(Photo taken by Dore on Easter Sunday) 

To say I was excited would be an understatement. It 
was such a blessing to have my mom come visit, to 
experience my life here in Bradford, and to meet the 
wonderful people I have been blessed to be in 
community with the past 8 months. As you can see, 
she was given a beautiful bouquet of Easter flowers 
from the congregation. She was welcomed with open 
arms and we were shown such kindness from the 
fellowship to take us around the area and out for 
meals.  
We had a wonderful time during her visit, and for 
me to be able to share who I’ve become through my 
experiences and life here with the woman who raised 
me was something I will always be thankful for.  

(Photo of youth from April 17th) 

The Three Fs of Youth Work: 
On April 17th, we had a youth gathering after 
service. In planning this I drew on my experience 
with youth (children, kids, small humans, whatever 
you want to call them) and realized that there are 3 
Fs that make all the difference! Let me explain….. 

Food: People like to eat! Teenagers LOVE to eat! 
When planning anything, always make sure there is 
some kind of food. We made a quick meal of 
spaghetti and garlic bread. Thankfully some of the 
kids helped out with the cooking, which made it fun 
too. It was quick and easy, allowing us to spend 
more time with the youth in fellowship. 
Fellowship: Sometimes it is easy to overthink this. 
Being together, talking, sharing music and stories 
sounds almost too simple! But what I’ve learned is 
that just allowing there to be an open conversation 
with no desired outcome, they are more willing to be 
themselves and have fun! We talked about music, 
sports, movies, social media in a really relaxed 
conversation. 
Fun: Last but not least, it is SO important to just 
HAVE FUN! There is a lot of stress put on teenagers 
to act as an adult while still being a child. When they 
spend majority of their time in school or doing 
homework, it’s important to allow them a space and 
time to just have FUN! We moved all of the chairs in 
the church and played games like dodgeball and 
human battleship (yes this is as amazing as it 
sounds!) 
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Prayer Requests: 

I would like to ask for prayers for some in my host 
community in need: 
Emma- prayers for a donor for kidney transplant 
and continued strength for her and her family 
during the coming operations and dialysis. 
Mike- terminally ill with cancer, continued 
strength, comfort and peace for both Mike and his 
wife Jeni. 
2016-2017 YAGM- in April, YAGM held the 
Discernment Interview Placement (DIP) event in 
which 80+ young adults were called into service to 
begin in August. Please keep them in your prayers as 
they move forward to follow God’s calling for them. 

(Dore and I on an unexpected sunny day) 

A Song For Consideration: 
Like many others, I am a HUGE music person! I 
listen to most genres, when my iTunes is on shuffle 
it’s not unlikely to go from John Mayer to Billy Joel 
to Florida Georgia Line to Drake to Casting Crowns 
(yes that has happened on more than one occasion). 
I find that God speaks to me through music, and 
often secular music more than just Christian music, 
but in the last week I decided to take a time out from 
mainstream and only listen to Christian music. It 
was refreshing in many ways and I wanted to share 
my top 5 songs that really spoke to me last week! 
Check them out and give them a listen: 

1. Come As You Are- Crowder 
2. More Than Conquerors- Rend Collective 
3. Speak Life- Tobymac 
4. This Is Amazing Grace- Phil Wickham 
5. Lay Me Down- Chris Tomlin 

Exploration of Brighton: 
During the Spring Holidays, I took my first ever solo 
travel trip to the south coast of England and spent a 
couple days in Brighton. It was a beautiful seaside city 
with gorgeous sights all around. I enjoyed recharging 
and reflecting on my own before visiting another 
YAGM (Hailey) in Oxford before returning to 
Bradford to begin these last few months of service.

Thank You Sponsors! 
THANK YOU to the following people who have 
sponsored a day during the months of  May and 
June. If not for your support and belief in the YAGM 
program, I would not be able to do what I am doing! 

May: Jan Nathan, The Ferber Family, Cher Bourne, 
Anne Cary, The Widman Family  
June: The Hamaide Family, Bill Matajasic, Sara & 
Eric Stocker, Carolina Ramirez-Lawerence, The 
Widman Family, Kevin & Deedee Sooy, Marianne 
Proctor 

Keeping Up With Me: 
For more stories of my time in Bradford, check out my blog: 
jessroberts13.wordpress.com 
**If you have any questions or ideas you’d like to see in 
future newsletters, email me: jesslroberts13@gmail.com
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